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meagre rations allowed by the Soviets to the bour-
geoisie of old days.

There was no bluster or threats about the first
talks. All that was required was that he would " be
patriotic " to the Soviets and write them a letter so
that some of his dollars could be appropriated at
the American bank.

The old man refused either to acknowledge that
he had money in America or to do anything about
the matter. They then brought him proof that he
had money in U.S.A., even naming the bankers.

During their second visit threats were used that
unless he would consent to write a letter passing
over the money to them he would be sent to Kem-
Solovsky.

In order that he and his wife would not be parted,
he wrote the letter as dictated. Some days later he
was transported to Kem-Solovsky in spite of the
promise that if he signed he would not be parted
from his wife, and sent to exile.

The American bankers refused to acknowledge
the letter, stating that in their belief it had been
obtained under duress. So what did the Soviet do
to get the old man's money ?

They at once set to work with the old man in
exile and told him that unless he wrote another
letter stating that he was not under duress or in exile,
more punishment would be meted out to him. He
refused point-blank.

They left him for a few months to suffer and
again came pleading on behalf of the Soviets and
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